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a 105-u 2aoasinvt beaapyckait Hapoonait Pacnyoniki
[1érpa Myp3énak “T'icrappiunas pojbs BHP i Baxubig pakThI 3 sie sKblnusa”

Anataupis. ITa Bemikax npaust I-ra VeeGenapyckara 3’e3na GbUni 3alBepUKaHBI TPbI
riCTapbIluYHBIA JAKyMEHTHI, Ha3bIBaeéMble YCTayHBIMI Tpamarami, y sKiX BeikaHaydbl
Kamitat Pagsl: abpsicuiy csa0e vacoBaii ynanait Ha benapyci mis kipaBanbHs kpaem (1),
absscuiy bemapyce Hapomnaii Pacmy6mikait, BHP (II), 1 a6Bscuiy BHP ne3anexHnaro i
BOJIbHAIO J3sprKaBaid. ['icrapeiunas poJist abBsadHH HesanexkHacii bHP 3akmodaerna
TBIM, HITO SHO YNEpUIBIHIO aJublHIIa aKHO Uil Oenapyckail a3spikayHacli ¥ cydacHbI
nepeisia. [IpaanamizaBanbl HeKaTopeis Ypoki 3 n3eiHaciii bHP. Brikazansl nmaxamanHi
nepaMmori Hapoay YKpaiHbl y BaifHe 3 arpaciyHaii Pacisii 1 Hamzes Ha Toe, mTo Oenapyckis
JIO/A31 1aMOoryIIa 3MeH Jia JIeriara XeIblis ¥ benapyci — na yeransBanHS A3Makparsli ¥
KpaiHe, J1a maBari mpaBoy 4ajaBeka, 1a CTBAPIHBHS carlpayHail HalblTHAbHAN A35PKaBBL.
Jaxnao 3pobaenvt na ceaye “/{zenv Boni-2023” y Amase, 19 caxasixa 2023 200a

Haparis caopsbi! [Hlupipa Binmyro Bac ca 105-Mi yroakami aOBSIIITUIHHS HE3aJIeKHACII
benapyckaii Hapomnaii PacmyOmiki (BHP) 1 >xagmaro Bam ycsiro Hainemmiara. MsHe
manpaciii BBICTYIIIb 3 KapoTKail MpaMoBail NpbICBeYaHal TITail BakHAH y KB
Oenmapyckara Hapoaa nare. Caro mpamoBy s Ha3Bay “TictapbiuHas poab BHP i BaxHbIsS
(daxTsI 3 sie kb~ Hanavyatky cBaiiro BBICTYILICHHS, 1a3BOJIbIIE ITPAYBITAIlb HA JI3BIOX

MoOBax, Oenapyckaii 1 aHTJilicKaid, CBOM BepIll, MPbICBEUAHbI rITall naasei. ExH Ha3piBaena
“HA CAKABIK”.

HA CAKABIK TO SAKAVIK

[peritira yaprosas BsicHa Another spring is cheerfully coming.
I 3 &0 CakaBik BBI3BOJIbHBI. Along with SAKAVIK affair.

VY NpoMHSIX COHEeYHara JIHs The day of hope

En necuinp Mapy 10511 BoJIbHAM. is getting closer sunny,

and cherishes our freedom shares.
I[Tpa3 makaneHbHi 1 i1CIIBIT

Hsce En s mopzeit Hamzero — Through generations’ resistance
[Macns axBspHait GaparbOb! It saved a torch of liberation.
VY Kkpai He Tya3elb 3aBesiM. While sacrifices give a chance -

“No blizzards ever to our nation”.
En npsliiaze ¥ pogHyro 39MITH0,

Kab packssirima ¥ MiasiM Kpai, The freedom follows native land
Kab6 urasipa MoBiy Oemapyc to bloom her gardens in despair,
“JIro6mr0 to all of us might proudly stand
allubIHY BOJIBHYIO, “Live Belarus! With you forever!”
TyIIOH sie IphIMato!
3 Taboit HaBeki, bemapycp!!!” 14.03.2012 — 7.03.2023, Amasa
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[Nicrapprunas poss abBsmudHHA HesanexxHaci BHP 3akmrouaernia ¥ ThiM, IITO SIHO
VHEepIIbIHIO aAublHIIa akHO s Oenapyckail n3gp:kayHacii ¥ CydacHbl TEpbIs.
AGBsurasHHe HeanexHacui BHP 6bu10 BhiHikaMm mpamst I-ra YVee6enapyckara 3’e3za, siki
npaxom3iy 3 5 ma 17 cHexHs 1917 roma ¥ Mincky. Ex 61y apranizaBanbl Bsumikaii
Bbenapyckaii Panait — y ckmanse sikoii ObUTi TIepaBaKHA HAIBITHATBHA-CBSIIOMBISL CLITBI, 1
benapyckim Abnacupiv KamitaTam, ctBopansiM naayac 2-ra Ycepaciiickara 3’e3z1a CsuisiH
¥ Canxr-IletspOypry, 1 ¥ ckimaaze skora ObUI J3Jeratsl OenapyckiX IMpaBiHIBIA, a
Takcama mpajcTtayHiki apmii 1 ¢uora. bonbmacus mneraray (Oombmr 3a 90%)
npajcraynsn  Oenmapychl maBeray, MaBeTay, 3SAMENbHBIX KaMiTATay, HACTayHIIKIX
apraHi3arblii i 1HII.

Y mpmelM, MOXHA cKaszalnb, mrTo 1872 manerarhl, 3aparicTpaBaHbIA Ha 3’€3l3e,
MpajcTayisiIl  IIBIPOKYH MamiTpy JOyMaKk 1 MamiThlYHBIX —Hampamkay. Takas
pasHacTaifHaclb CympaBajpKanacsi 3HaYHbIMI Jp0aTami aJHOCHA BBI3HAYIHHS HAIPAMKY
HalpIsTHANIbHATAa OynayHinTBa. AnnHak, maBomie K. E3aBitaBa, amMernara Oemapyckara
HallpITHAJIbHATA J13esi9a, yce aOMsApKOYBaewls MaabIXOAbl Ha 3’e313€ ObUIl 3BS3aHBI 3
pPO3HBIMI  BapbIIHTaMi J3sipKayHail ayranomii bemapyci ¥ ckmamze Paciiickait
JPMaKpaTbluHail paciyOtiki (Hampeikiag, BoOnacub y ckiaaze Paciiickait @emdpariibli,
ajiHa 3 paciiickix pacny6iik, ayTaHoMHae KipaBaHHe ab0 HoyHae ganyusHHe na Pacii).!

17 cuexnst 1917 r. 3'e3ny ynanocs BbIIpallaBallb KaMIPaMiCHBI TAKCT PI3alltolbli abd
camaBbI3HauUsHH1 benapyci, a 3aThlM aCHOBaTBOPHYIO ITacTaHOBY a0 apraHizaiibli KpaéBail
ynaael — Ycebemapyckara CaBeta pa0oublX, CSUITHCKIX 1 CaJJIallKiX JPIyTaTay, sKi
naBiHEH ObIY KipaBaupb y benapyci aa ckiikanas ¥Ycrtanoydara benapyckara Coiimy. Ha
camiM 3’e3/13e, a0BSAUTIIHHS He3anexkHacil benapyci He anowutocs, 60 ¥ HOU Ha 18 cHexHs
1917 r. GanpmiaBiki yBapBajics ¥ 3almy cyla, pa3arHaii 3'e37 1 apbllTaBali 4jeHay
ITpa3igelyma 1 HEKaTOpBIX Jdjeratay. AJHaK, YO Ha HAcTyIHBI J3€Hb BbIkaHaydbl
KaMiTAT pajbl 3'e3/1a cabpaycs ¥ mayieraibHBIM CTaHe 1 Mparsreay mavaryro Ha 3’e3/3e
mpaiy. BeIHIKaM STO cTamics TpbI TiCTapbIYHBIS JaKyMEHTHI, Ha3bIBaeMble Y CTayHbBIMI

rpaMarami.

Ycraynas rpamara, IIpbiHsiTae panndHHe

JAATa NPbIHALIS

Iepmasn Brikanayubl Kamitar Panpr repuiara
VYcebenapyckara 3be31y, NaIIOYHEHBI

21 motara 1918 roga npajcTayHiKaMi PpABATIOLBIHAN JPMaKPaTHI
HalbISIHAIBHBIX ~ MEHINACBLAY,  3bI3AHCHHSAIOUBI
MATHI 3pe3/1y, adBsilIYae cs0e yacoBail ynanail Ha

! Konstantin Ezavitau, “Pershy Usebelaruski zjezd,” Belaruskaja minuushchyna, no. 1, (1993): 25-29.
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benapyci mis xKipaBaHBbHS KpaeM 1 CKIIIKaHBHS, SK
MOKHa XyTudH, ¥Ycebemapyckara YcraHoydara
Coiimy.?

Jpyras benapych y pyOspkoX pachCsuleHBHS 1 Jliud0OHAi
nepaBari Oemapyckara Hapody aOBsiIIYaemnna
9 cakasika 1918 rona Hapopanaii Pacy0aikaid.

[smep ™b1, Paga  bemapyckaii  Haponnait
Tpauss Pacmy6miki, chKizaeM 3 pojaHara Kparo amnourHse
ApMO J3ApiKayHall 3aJleKHachlll, SKOE TBaJiTaM
25 cakasika 1918 roga HaKiHyJl paceiickis mapel Ha Hall BOJIBHBI 1
He3aJeXKHbl Kpail. Ajn ratara dacy benapyckas
Haponnas PacmyGiika a0BsiIYaena
He3aJIe’KkHal0 i  BoJIbHaW. a3sip:kaBaii. Cawmi
Hapoasl bemapyci ¥ Bacobe Ycranoyuara Coiimy
MACTaHOBALL a0 OyaydbIX A3SPIKayHBIX 3bBI3AX

Benapyci.®

FiCTapLIqHaH cija IMPBIHATBIX I[aKYMeHTaS; 3aKjIroyacnnua, Ha Mo Morjisia, y HaCTYIIHBIM:

na-repuiae, siHa ¥ caMoil JpKiapansli ctBapsHHs benapyckait Haponnait Pacny6miki 1 ¥
AOBSIIIUSHHI sie HEe3aJIC)KHACIII;

na-apyroe, Ypany (cakpatapbiaty) bHP, nsarnenssusl Ha npamy Ba yMmoBax HsMeLKail
akymarpli, 3a am3iH 1918 rom ynamocs mMar 3pabimb JUIsi pa3Billbls aayKarlbli-
HIKOJIBHINTBA 1 Oenapyckail KynbTypbl; Y aAafatak, bHP BwigaBana mammapTsl; mena
I3SpKayHYIo MSYaTKY 1 A35pKayHbIsA CIMBAIIBI - Oes-ubIpBOHA-0€bI cLT 1 rep0 «IlaroHsy;
yTpeIMiiBajia (piHaHcaBa (T.3H. BBIIJIaublBajia 3apIuiaTy 1 apdHjAaBaia aJaBeIHbII
NaMsIIKaHHI) AbITUIAMATBIYHbIS 1 KOHCYJIBCKIS Micil y mapary kpaid (bayrapsis, ['pysis,
Jlatsis, Jlitoyckas PacmyGmika, ['epmanist, Ykpaina, Uaxis, 1 1HIL);

na-TpaIsie, MeHaBiTa 13sKytoubl icHaBaHbHIO BHP 1 sie ¥pany, sxi a3eiiHiuay naubiHarO4bl
3 1919 rona 3a mspxoil, 6anpmasiki nainui Ha crBapaHbHe BCCP. Jlpyroe aOBsmrusHHe

2 Archivy Belaruskaj Narodnaj Respubliki (BNR), ed. S. Shupa, Tom 1, Kniha 1-2, (Minsk, 1998), 48-49. The
functions of the BNS were assigned as follows: Chairman and Secretary of Foreign Affairs — Jazep Varonka.
The Secretariat had fourteen secretaries who represented a variety of national organizations, among them: the
BSH — P. Badunova, T. Hryb, A. Karabach, P. Krecheusky, A. Smolich, K. Ezavitau; social-revolutionaries —
G. Belkind, Ja. Bjalevich, P. Zlobin, V. Makrejeu, U. Redzka; M. Gutman (Jewish party), 1. Serada (non-
partisan), L. Zajats (popular socialist).

3 As of March 25, 1918, the BNR Rada consisted of 77 members: 36 members were elected at the First All-
Belarusian Congress, six from the Vilnja’ Belarusian Council, 15 from the national minorities (Russian, Polish,
Jewish), 10 from regional districts (zemstva), 10 from the cities.
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Oenapyckai m3sipxkayHaciil - Capenkait Canprsuticteiunaii PacryOumiki benapycs (BCCP)
agoputocs 1 crymens 1919 roma, y Cwmanencky, Ha KaHdepaHipl Paciiickai
KamyHicThIuHaK napThli [0anbmaikoy, PKII(6)] [Tayrouna-3axoHsii BoGmactii;

yansépTae, Sk ckazana y Jpyroit YcrayHoii rpamarie, OblIi BRI3HAYaHBI MEXKbI pari€Hay 3
OoJpIIacIfio Oeapyckara HacenbHIIITBA, IITO MalBep/HKaHa surdd pa3 y Tpatstit Y crayHoit
rpamarie: “benapyckas Haponnas PacmyGiika nmaBiHHa aOHSIL yce 3eMTi, J13€ JKbIBE 1 Mae
JTYOCHHYIO TIepaBary Oeylapycki Hapoj, a JachbHe: Marinéymubeiny, Oenapyckis 4achIli
Menmrusiabl, ['pomHenmmubiabel (3 ['ponmsii, bemactokam 1 iHmn), BileHITYBIHBL,
Bine6mrupiapl, CmaneHIYbiHb, YapHIraymdslHbl 1 CYMEXKHBIX 4YacbLAy CyCeIHiX
ry03pHsy, 3aceeHbIx Oenapycami.”

XapakTdpHa, IITO BbI3HaU’HHE Mexay benmapyci 0a3aBanmacs Ha BBIHIKaX Ipallbl
nacieadbikay bemapyci, i TAThISI M@XKbI MAIOIb CBAKO AKTYJILHACIH I1a CEHSIIHI I3¢Hb.

MEXb] PACCANIEHHA BEJAPYCAY

Mexbpl TpaxblBaHHS JTHIUHBIX Oenapycay, mNaBoajie JaciielaBaHHSAY dSTHorpaday
S1.® Kapckara (1903 ., cyupnbaas ninig) 1 M.B.Jloynap-3anonsckara (1919 r., mynkuip),
3HauHa BBIXO/3SIb 32 MEXbI CyyacHail TIpbITOpbl benapyci (nmepapeiBicTas JiHis), A3€
IpaXKblBajla 3HA4YHAs KoOJbKacllb STHIUHBIX Oenapycay - Bimens (JlitBa), ayrayminc
(JIatBis), benactok (ITonbmrua), Hepens, Cebex, Cmanenck (Pacis).

Ypoxi 3 n3eiitnacui BHP

1. JIzewinacip yaTteipox ypamay BHP y 1918 roase mpaxonsina Ba yMoBax HsSMENKal
aKymarpbli 1 HAMELKIS Yiaabl HE CIPBIsUIl CTBApIHHIO HallbISHAJIbHAM apmii, Malilbli,
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cynoBai 1i (iHaHCcaBail cicTdM, 0€3 sKIX ISDKKa YsBIllb iICHABaHHE pIajibHA J3€r0uai
N3PKaBBI.

2. TlaBomie mipnHara naraBopa, mammicanara Pacisii, ['epmanisii, Aycrpa-BeHrpsisii,
banrapersii 1 Typustsii y bpact-Jlitoycky 3 cakapika 1918 r., benapych Obuia manzenena
Ha JI3Be YacTKi mamix ['epmanisiii i Pacisii 6e3 abMmepkaBanHs sie crarycy. [Ipancraynikoy
BHP y Bepacne ne 3ampacini. 3rogna 3 bpacr-Jlitoyckim naraBopam ax Pacii agsimoii
Kypnsuneist, Jlita, JliBoHis 1 Octisguneis. Ykpainckas Hapoanas PacnyOmika i
dinnsnackae KapaneycTpa ObUTi IIpbI3HAHBIA He3alexkKHbIMI A3sapxkasami.’ Toe %k camae
nayrapeuacs ¥ Peze (1920) 1 [Mapeikst (1921), Ha kaHEpIHIBII 13¢ MOIHBIS I35 P3KaBbI
BBIpalaji J€C MAICHBKIX A3pXKay, 1 3¢ IHTapACHI Oenapycay HIXTO HE paacTayiisy.

3. Y 1918 r. Paga BHP nepapuia mapar naliTeIYHbIX KpbI3icay. MeHIT 9bIM 3a o1 ObLIO0
4aTeIphl Ypajbl.’ IIpBIUBIH TaKiX 4acTBIX 3MEH OBLIO HEKalbKi: CYIApIUHACLI Jimdpay
HalbISIHANIbHA-IPMaKpaTelyHara pyxy Yy aanocinax na Pacii 1 [loapirysl; agcyTHacib
iCTOTHal ManTphIMKi 3 OOKY HAceNbHINTBA; 1 aACyTHACUb JAKIAJHBIX IJIaHay aJHOCHA
HarpsTHATI3anbeI 3smii. [Ipanonbsckas manmiTeika ypama JlynkeBida BBIKITIKAIA KPBI3ic Y
Panze BHP; amomrnsst Opiia packosara Ha n3Be dacTki 13 cHexxHs 1919 r. y MinHcky. ¥V
nadatky 1920 r. icnaBani n3se Pagst BHP — Haiipimitmas (aa gane 3 SI33mam Jlécikam)
1 Haponnas (ITérpa Kpsusycki) 1 nBa ypanst BHP 3 A. Jlyukesiuam i B. Jlactoyckim,
aamaBenHa. Y ngajneimibiM, acabmiBa macns 1925 rona, akteiyHas a3eiinacis Pagst BHP
MacTyroBa 3MsHIIanacs. Mel pajsl aa3Haublllb, mto Pana BHP npasraae cripaBy 1 ¥ Harbl
IHi, 13€ K nigap, ci.IBonka CypBina xbIBe 1 IIpailye pa3aM 3 HaMi § ATaBe.

4. CrtBaponane Caenkail Canpisuticteianaii Pacny6miki benapycs (BCCP) 1 yximrousnne
se ¥ ckimag CCCP 6wuto mpansraM KajlaHisuIbHaM maniTeiki Pacii, sikasi pacmauanacs 3
3axomy Paciiickail imnepsoistii Pausl [lacnamitait ¥ 1895 roaze; y ckian PII Ha ToM uac
yBaxoz3ina BKJI, n3e 9 3 10 npaBinublii Obuti 6enapycKimi.

5. Tlacns 3MeHsbI epbisiaa HapIsHaTbHAH 11PHTBIDIKaBI ¥ CCCP y 30-5 ragsl MiHyara
cTaroJyi3s1 Ha OyAayHIlTBAa KaMyHi3Ma 1 CyCBETHYIO PAIBAIIOLBII0 aMallb yce HOCHOITHI
Oenapyckaii HalpISTHAIBHAN 1791 ObUTI 3aKaTaBaHbI\3a0IThI Maa4ac PIMPACIH yKIFOUAKOUbI
BBIOITHBIX n3esuay BHP, skis 3actamics mpamaBanb y caBenkail cictame: cdpop ix,

4 For comparison, we provide the date of declaration of independence from our neighbors while the future fate
of each of these countries had their own no less complex histories than Belarus: Ukraine — June 10, 1917,

Moldova — January 24, 1918, Lithuania — February 16, 1918, Estonia — February 24, 1918, Latvia — November

18, 1918, Georgia — May 26, 1918, Poland — November 11, 1918 (the day of the end of WWI).

s mapayHaHHSA mafaeM JaTy aOBAIIUIHHS HE3aJIeKHACII Y HAIIBIX Cycea3sy, a TaleHIsl J€C KOKHAH 3 IITHIX
KpaiHay Mey cBalo He MEHII CKJIaJIaHyIO TiCTOPBIIO, YbIM benapych: Ykpaina — 10 uwspsens 1917 r., Mangosa —

24 crymzens 1918 r., Jlitea — mrothl. 16.05.1918, Ocronis — 24.02.1918, JlaTtsis — 18.11.1918, I'py3is —
26.05.1918, ITompmmaa — 11.11.1918 (a3eHp 3akanasHHSA 1-if cycBeTHail BalfHBI).

® Dorota Mikhalyuk, “Chatyry urady BNR na miznarodnaj arene u 1918-1920 (peraklad z polskaj M.
Zapartyki), Arche, March 18, 2013, https://news.arche.by/by/page/science/historya-navuka/11096.
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crapmbiHi Pager BHP, IBan Cepana, SI33m Jlécik, kipayniki ypamay BHP — Paman
CkipmyHT, AHTOH Jlynkesiu, Bammay Jlactoycki, Ansikcanmp LBikeBiu.

[TaBaxkanblis csa06psl! besymoyHa, Oyayuae bemapyci 3anexbinb aj JII0A3€H, sKis KbIBYIb
K Ha paja3iMe, Tak i Jaiéka 3a se Mexxami. Mbl BpIKa3BaeM HaIlly MMaBary i Ja ThIX, XTO
CEHHS ¥ HABOJI, y 3aCLIEHKaX THyCcHara pxbiMa. Mbl TakcaMa 3bI4bIM IIEpamMory YKpaiHe.
Toe, mTo MBI TYT CEHBHS cabpaiics Ha CBATa, CBeIUBIIL a0 He3raCHacli i3 25 cakaBika
1 aJUTFOCTpOYBae HaITy calliJapHACIIb 1 HAIll TOHAP 3a YCIX JI03eH, SIKisl JaMararomia 3MeH
Tl eniara xeiupls ¥ benapyci — na ycransgBanns q3MakpaThli ¥ KpaiHe, 1a aBari npaBoy
yasiaBeka, Jla CTBApIHBHS canpayHail HalbISHAJIbHAKN J35PKaBBbI.

M3axkyro! Caasa reposim! KniBe besapycs!

Presentation in English

Piotra Murzionak: “Historical role of the BNR and important facts from its life”
Belarusian Institute of Arts and Sciences, Canada

Dear friends! | sincerely congratulate you on the 105th anniversary of the declaration of
independence of the Belarusian Democratic Republic and wish you all the best. I was asked
to make a short speech dedicated to this important date in the life of the Belarusian people.
The title of my speech is "Historical role of the BNR and important facts from its life". At
the beginning, let me to read my poem “7T0O SAKAVIK” dedicated to this event written in
Belarusian and translated recently to English.

HA CAKABIK TO SAKAVIK

[Iperiiniuia yapropast BACHA Another spring is cheerfully
I 3 &0 CakaBik BHI3BOJIBHEI. coming.

VY npoMHAX coHeuHara JHs Along with SAKAVIK” affair.

En necuinp Mapy 10511 BoJIbHAI. The day of hope

[Ipa3 makaneHpHi 1 iICIIBIT
Hsce En s monzeit Hanzero —
[Tacnsa axBsipHaii 6apanbObI
VY kpai He ry3enb 3aBesim.
En npalitze ¥ poaHyro 39MITI0,
Kab packssimia ¥ MiibIM Kpai,
Ka6 mrasipa MoBiy Gemapyc
“JIro0mro
allybIHY BOJIBHYIO,
IYIIOH sie IphIMato!
3 Taboit HaBeki, bemapycn!!”

is getting closer sunny,
and cherishes our freedom shares.
Through generations’ resistance
It saved a torch of liberation.
While sacrifices give a chance -
“No blizzards ever to our nation”.
The freedom follows native land
to bloom her gardens in despair,
to all of us might proudly stand
“Live Belarus! With you forever!”

14 caxasixa 2012 - 7 caxasixa
2023 200a, Amasa

ISSN 2562-950
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The historical role of the declaration of independence of the BNR is that it opened a
window for Belarusian statehood in the modern period for the first time. The declaration
of independence of the BNR was the result of the work of the 1st All-Belarusian Congress,
which was held from December 5 to 17, 1917 in Minsk. It was organized by the Great
Belarusian Council, which consisted mainly of nationally conscious forces, and the
Belarusian Regional Committee, created during the 2nd All-Russian Congress of Peasants
in St. Petersburg, which included delegates from Belarusian provinces, as well as
representatives of the army and the fleet. Most delegates (more than 90%) represented
Belarusians from counties, districts, land committees, teachers' organizations, etc.

In general, it can be said that the 1,872 delegates registered at the congress represented a
wide range of thoughts and political directions. Such diversity was accompanied by
considerable debate regarding the direction of nation-building. However, according to K.
Yezavitov, a distinguished Belarusian national figure, all the approaches discussed at the
congress were related to various options for the state autonomy of Belarus within the
Russian Democratic Republic (for example, a region within the Russian Federation, one of
the Russian republics, autonomous administration, or full accession to Russia).

On December 17, 1917, the congress managed to work out a compromise text of the
resolution on self-determination of Belarus, and then a fundamental resolution on the
organization of the regional government - the All-Belarusian Council of Workers',
Peasants' and Soldiers' Deputies, which was to rule in Belarus until the convocation of the
Constituent Belarusian Diet. At the congress itself, the declaration of independence of
Belarus did not take place, because on the night of December 18, 1917, the Bolsheviks
broke into the courtroom, dispersed the Congress and arrested members of the Presidium
and some delegates. However, the very next day, the Executive Committee of the congress
met in a semi-legal state and continued the work begun at the congress. It resulted in three
historical documents called the Charters.

Incorporation, Decision made

date of

adoption

The FIRST The Executive Committee of the Council of the first All-
Belarusian Congress, filled with representatives of the

February 21, revolutionary democracy of national minorities, fulfilling

1918 the goals of the Congress, declares itself a temporary

authority in Belarus to manage the region and convene
the All-Belarusian Constituent Diet as soon as possible.

The SECOND Belarus is declared a Democratic Republic within the
limits of settlement and the numerical superiority of the
March 9, 1918 Belarusian people
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The THIRD Now we, the Council of the BNR, throw off from our native

land the last yoke of state dependence, which the Russian
March 25, tsars forcibly imposed on our free and independent land.
1918 From now on, the Belarusian Democratic Republic is

declared independent and free state. The people of
Belarus themselves, in the name of the Constituent Diet,
will decide on the future state relations of Belarus.

The historical strength of the adopted documents lies, in my opinion, in the following:

Firstly, it is in the very declaration of the creation of the BNR and in the declaration of its
independence.

secondly, the Government (Secretariat) of the BNR, despite working under the conditions
of German occupation, managed to do a lot for the development of education and
Belarusian culture in one year of 1918; in addition, the BNR issued passports; had the state
seal and state symbols - white-red-white flag and coat of arms "Chase"; financially
supported (i.e. paid salaries and rented appropriate premises) diplomatic and consular
missions in a number of countries (Bulgaria, Georgia, Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania,
Germany, Ukraine, the Czech Republic, a.0.);

thirdly, it was thanks to the existence of the BNR and its government, which had been
operating abroad since 1919, that the Bolsheviks set about creating the BSSR on January
1, 1919, in Smolensk, at the conference of the Russian Communist Party [Bolsheviks,
RCP(b)] of the North-West Region;

fourth, as stated in the Second Constitutional Charter, the borders of the regions with the
majority of the Belarusian population were determined, which was confirmed once again
in the Third Constitutional Charter.

It is noteworthy that the definition of the borders of Belarus was based on the results of the
work of Belarusian researchers, and these borders are still relevant today. According to the
studies of ethnographers Y.F. Karski and M.V. Dounar-Zapolskyi, the boundaries of the
residence of ethnic Belarusians significantly extend beyond the borders of the modern
territory of Belarus (dashed line), where a significant number of ethnic Belarusians lived.

Lessons from the BNR

1. The activities of the four governments of the BNR in 1918 took place under the
conditions of German occupation, and the German authorities did not contribute to the
creation of a national army, police, judicial or financial systems, without which it is
difficult to imagine the existence of a truly functioning state.
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2. According to the peace treaty signed by Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria
and Turkey in Brest-Litovsk on March 3, 1918, Belarus was divided into two parts between
Germany and Russia without discussing its status. BNR representatives were not invited to
Brest. According to the Treaty of Brest-Lithuania, Courland, Lithuania, Livonia and
Estonia left Russia. The Ukrainian People's Republic and the Kingdom of Finland were
recognized as independent states. The same thing happened again in Riga (1920) and Paris
(1921), at a conference where strong states decided the fate of small states, and where no
one represented the interests of Belarusians.

3. In 1918, the Council of the BNR experienced a number of political crises. There were
four governments in less than a year. There were several reasons for such frequent changes:
the contradictions of the leaders of the national-democratic movement in relation to Russia
and Poland; lack of significant support from the population; and the lack of clear plans
regarding land nationalization. The pro-Polish policy of Lutskevich's government caused
a crisis in the Council of the BNR; the latter was split into two parts on December 13, 1919
in Minsk. At the beginning of 1920, there were two Councils of the BNR - the Supreme
Council (headed by Yazep Ljosik) and the People's Council (Pyotr Krecheuski) and two
governments of the BNR with A. Lutskevich and V. Lastovsky, respectively. In the future,
especially after 1925, the active activity of the Council of the BNR gradually decreased.
We are glad to note that the Council of the BNR is still working today under leadership of
Ms. Ivonka Survila who lives and works with us in Ottawa.

4. The creation of the Belarusian Soviet Socialist Republic (BSSR) and its incorporation
into the USSR was a continuation of Russia’s colonial policy, which began with the Russian
Empire's seizure of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1895; at that time, the the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, where 9 out of 10
provinces were Belarusian.

5. After the change of the period of national identification in the USSR in the 30s of the
last century to the construction of communism and the world revolution, almost all bearers
of the Belarusian national idea were tortured/killed during the repressions, including
prominent figures of the Belarusian People's Republic who remained working in the Soviet
system: among them, the chairman Councilors of the BNR, Ivan Serada, Yazep Lesik,
heads of governments of the BNR - Roman Skirmunt, Anton Lutskevich, Vaclav
Lastovsky, Alexander Tsvikevich.

Dear friends! Undoubtedly, the future of Belarus depends on people who live both in the
homeland and far beyond its borders. We also express our respect to those who are in
captivity today, in the dungeons of a vile regime. We also wish the victory to Ukraine.

The fact that we have gathered here today for the holiday testifies to the irreducibility of
the ideas of March 25 and reflects our solidarity and our pride for all people who are
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striving for changes for a better life in Belarus - for the establishment of democracy in the
country, for respect for human rights, for the creation of a real national state.

Thank you! Glory to Ukraine! Long Live Belarus! JKwise berapycs!

IIérpa Myp3énak "HUcropunueckass por BHP u BakHble pakTbl U3 ee KM3HHU'.
K 105-nemuio Benapycckou Hapoonou Pecnybnuxu

(éeo-acypnan “Kyromypa. Hauus”, evin. 31, anpens 2023, 11-20, www.sakavik.net )

Annomayus. 1o pesynbratam pabotsl [-ro Beebenopycckoro cbesna (5-17 nexadps 1918
roga) ObUIM  YTBEpXAEHBI  TPH  HUCTOPUYECKUX  JOKYMEHTa,  HMEHYyeMbIe
Koncruryunonnsimu (YcraBubiMu) ['pamoTaMu, B KOTOPBIX VICTIONHUTENBHBI KOMUTET
che3fa: 00bABHI ceOs BpEMEHHBIM PYKOBOASIIMM opranoMm B bemapycu (I), oObsBun
benapycs Hapognoii Pecmy6nukoit, BHP (II), u o0bsBun BHP HeszaBucumbiM u
cBOOOAHBIM rocygapcTBoM. Mcropuyeckas posib IpoBO3MUIalieHUs] He3aBucuMocTu bHP
3aKJIIOYaeTcsi B TOM, YTO OHO BIEpPBbIE OTKPBUIO OKHO Juig Oenapycckoi
rOCy/IJapCTBEHHOCTH B COBPEMEHHBIM MEpuoJ. AHATU3UPYIOTCS HEKOTOPbIE YPOKHU
nesitenbHocTd BHP. bouin BbickazaHbl noxkenanus nodeabl Hapoy YKpauHbl B BOMHE ¢
arpeccuBHO Poccueil u Hajgexx1a Ha TO, YTO OenapycCcKuil Hapoa JOObETCS MEpEeMEH IS
nmydqieit xxu3Hu B benapycn — ycTaHOBIIGHUS IEMOKpPATHH B CTpaHe, COOIOACHUS TpaB
YeNoBeKa, CO3/IaHre HACTOSIIEr0 HAlIMOHAIBHOTO TOCY1apCTBa.

Hoknao coenan na npasonuxe «/env Bonu-2023» ¢ Ommasge, 19 mapma 2023 2o00a.

Piotra Murzionak: “Historical role of the BNR and important facts from its life”.
To the 105th anniversary of the Belarusian People's Republic

(webzine “Kultura.Natsyja”, issue 31, April 2023, 11-20, www.sakavik.net )

Abstract. According to the results of the work of the 1st All-Belarusian Congress, three
historical documents, called Constitutional Charters, were approved, in which the
Executive Committee of the Congress: declared itself a temporary authority in Belarus to
manage the country (I), declared Belarus as People's Republic, BNR (11), and declared the
BNR an independent and free state. The historical role of the declaration of independence
of the BNR is that it opened a window for Belarusian statehood in the modern period for
the first time. Some lessons from the activities of the BNR are analyzed. Wishes were
expressed for the victory of the people of Ukraine in the war with aggressive Russia and
the hope that the Belarusian people will achieve changes for a better life in Belarus - for
the establishment of democracy in the country, for respect for human rights, for the creation
of a real national state.

The report was made at the "Freedom Day-2023" in Ottawa on March 19, 2023.
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